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Deborah Edler Brown is an award Contents
winning poet, performer, journalist ey
and author. Her work has appeared Sy YRy
in various anthologies:Poetry Slam;
So Luminous the Wild Flowers Blue
Arc West; Sisters Singing: Blessings
, Prayers, Art, Songs, Poetry, arféa-
' £ cred Stories by Women.
Deborakh Edler Brown Deborah was the 2005 recipient of
Kaliope's Sue Saniel Elkind Poetry
When asked to explain the title ofPrizeand has published two chap-
her upcoming October presentation, | books: Red Long Hot Pepperand
Deborah Edler Brown responded, Haiku Volcano
She was the1997 National Headto [acaCR B SR
O(My title) comes |figa®HaikBCharhioanda nfe@-o [LRECEEIEECE-EEE B
Michelangelo: When asked how he ber of the 1998 Los Angeles National Good Luck, Mrs. Brown ................
could possibly have created a statue as Slam Team Her journalism credits  [EREEREIREECE-R- SN N-N-EC
magnificent as theDavidfrom a block of| include Time Magazine Variety and
marble, answered,| simply chip away | The Hollywood ReporterShe is the [ ERSERE S-N-N-N-N-N-N-N-
everything t Ofxdurses  do-Quthor Bf&raridgbrerts as Par- [ EEECTo NN/ ol (WoHTH
we writers don't start with a block of ents: A Survival Guide to Raising a (NS B TN EA:
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Simple as One T
Senior Poets Lau

To Market éééééeé
Exploring the English Language...
Open Mike Guidetée

More Gigs For St
The Samovar ééé&é

Whods To Bl ame?

How Sweet 1t Was

marble; we have to ‘write' the marble | Second FamilyGuilford Press, Crumbs of Conten
first. [I'll speak about inspiration, persis-1995). Map and Meeting
tence, and what it means towrite the Deborah lives in West Los AngelesZARIESEIEIVGEILICEICRENRES
marble." where she teaches private writing. page. Click and go, in other words.
Hey whinsical
West Yaiity wilinsicals A Selwartz | Highceve Produciion
Why Not Me? - !'ley, ﬁclphl One of these again and again. Why? Published
: I'm gonna be dQYS Alice authors are not dreamers. They
ost writers crave published! My ' .
, energetically work the system to
attention from book's called; to the moonl

get their words published.

What's the "system?" Good ques-
tion. Volumes have been written

of publication. Frustrat-
ingly, they see other writ-
ers of equal skill published

somebod.y out there in 7 A How To Live
readership land and dream /%; < With a Louse.

(Continued on page3)
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TheSenior Poets Laureate Contest
recently announced the2011 winners. Wanda
Sue Parrott, member of Central Coast Wr

ers branch of CWC, hosts this
annual contest. '

Judy Presnall

Our own SFV member,
wl & al fdzazZ
Scroll Awardor his poem:

G ¢ NHza G ¢

[da))

All winners of this contest will appear
in October in theGOLDEN WORDS Onling
Anthologyat www.amykitchnerfdn.org

drer SNA 6 S04

e ‘

President's MGSSB

WHERE TO FIND YOUR INSPIRATION

The dictionary defines inspiration a s
or power of moving
define inspiration as the spark that ignites

your creative engine. Emotion-fueled pieces are often easy to
write, but the words must be captured while your engine is
revved up.

A simple newspaper item might activate those pistons.
For exampl e: I once felt a
jewelry advertisement featuring a curvaceous, scantily-dressed
woman. The ad suggested that this woman represented Moth-
erhood. Incensed, | dashed off a 900-word article and sold it to
t he Aut omo Westways [@dgarihed bwrote while my
"engine” was in ready-to-go.

Look to your friends for inspiration. One of my acquaintan-
ces had the unusual hobby of collecting antique jewelry made
from human hair. The arcane craft of turning hair into
brooches, rings and ornamental wreaths flourished from the
1600s until the early 20" century. | once viewed my friend's
interesting collection and suddenly realized that this display
was an ideal subject to profile in an article. | queried the Los
Angeles Times who accepted my proposal. Voila! | reaped a
published article about my friend's antique hair collection.

The subconscious is another important source of inspira-
tion. | once had a dream about damaged extra-terrestrials who
needed to heal here on Earth before they returned to their own
planet. My vivid nocturnal images became a short science fic-
tion story that found its way into an anthology.

‘- Eavesdropping is another delightful source of inspiring the
creative process. One day while waiting for my manicurist ap-
pointment, pretending to read a magazine, | heard bits of con-
versation that made my ears perk up. The overheard exchange
inspired a titillating piece with the undertones of double enten-

q

So, while you await that completed novel, memoir or self-
help book to attain publication, work on smaller pieces that
may be published in a magazine or on the Internet.

Come to our next meeting. You'll hear more on the sub-
ject of inspiration from our guest speaker who'll help us shift

our creative gears into Drive!
- Yolanda Fintor

stro
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Nancy Ellen Dodd's 3-Act Structure Chart
tional story. First, there must be a hook or a catalyst for the ensuing

Our new year of | action, a reason for the ensuing adventure. Next, the plot must have
CWC got off to a su-| complications which build tension and strengthen the climax. After
perb start with Nancy the characters' problems are confronted and resolved, denouement
El | en Do d dfidishestthe adventbre.

i o ) provokerg presenta- . The author must determine, Dodd emphasized, if the story

tion. She first listed the basic elements of a good fictional story: n; . . . .

¢ | and ext | lict: el cl q tisfving d clearly asked her intended question and if the question had been an-
ernatand external con IC_’ 6_1 poweriul climax and a satistying _esnv%se_d. After the story is completed, a writer should ask herself: Did |

ment. To demonstrate a fiction novel's "story map," Dodd explamed . .

her tri T B eep my focus? Were my characters real? Did the action and events
er tnangular-act structure Lhart heighten interest and tension? Did the climax contain the core of my

She emphasized that a writer must initially feel true interestpiot? Was my ending satisfactory?

n H 1. I)l\
IET SR, AR WS CEZEEETE, Wiy STeE] 6 CEREr Gacs]) S For additional information on Nancy Ellen Dodd's composition

asked. "A writer gives utterance to what people feel or think. Sht%chniques scEhe Writ ethbm stad t@fmished

satisfies that need. draft in 7 stagesa helpful guide for writers along the story map of
t l@reative fictiod. a 0 interest in a

Dodd then discussed reader &s

way s

Here | go! Just
gotta take it
step by step.

200>

hook turning

@%‘m%

(Continued from pagel)
Ralphie boy!
I'm gonnawrite for o the ways to get published.
Plumber's Weeklyl gt if one Googles How To
C‘"_‘ YOU  Get Published, a few basic
~A) believe it?? 1o turn up repeatedly.

First, the writer must de-
cide how to be published:
hard copy, on line, in a family
history, a blog, an ezine?
Each Googled choice will en-
gender another detailed sub-
set of suggestions. Therefore,

an author must determine and re-
search his/her personal choices, query friends and
other sources, and thend most importantlyd be ready
and willing to rewrite for the chosen market. For ex-
ample, a juvenile novel has markedly different needs
than an adult novel.

It's not easy being published, but a determined
author will persevere. He'll submit and submit until
someone, somewhere, reads the submission and de-
cides to publish it.

Be aware that upon acceptance another round of
rewrites and submissions usually begin. Publication is
not for sissies. Persistence
makes the dream of find-
ing an editor and attaining
public notice, a reality.

Ed Norton is gonna
be a published
writerl? Someone
oughta snip his
typewriter ribbonl

Of course, there's al-
ways self-publicationd a
rapidly growing industry of
2011. But self-publication is
another subject for another
issued perhaps in 2012!

Op-edd Kathy Highcove

Caricatureso Max Schwartz
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general career advancement. This program oper-
ates on a 2year cycle, with prose (fiction and crea-
tive nonfiction) in one year, and poetry the next.
Guidelinesavailable online Prize:$25,000 grants.
Apex Science Fiction and Horror Di-Needs:fiction, nonfiction, poetry. Deadline: March
gestis a publisher of dark scfi with 1. Address: National Endowments for the Arts, 1100
horror elements. Their readers enjoyPennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20506.
| speculative fiction with dark themes.Phone: (202) 6825400. Website:www.arts.gov
| Needs:Dark science fiction. Not in-

terested in Omonsterd fiction. Re-
ceives 200250 mss/month. Accepts 2 mssfissue; G| i mme r T rStoiy Aviaed foBNew Wiiters
24 mss/year. Manuscripts published 3 months af- is offered quarterly for any writer whose fiction has-
ter acceptance. Publishes 10 new writers/year. n &8t app e ar e ddistributedpumvétha o n a |
Length: 200 words (min)¥ 7,500 words (max). Aver<irculation over 5,000.Needs:Fiction, short stories.
age length: 4,000 words. Publishes short shorts. ~ Stories must be previously unpublished. Entry fee:
Average length of short shorts: 500 words. Often  $15/story. Contest open in Feb, May, Aug, and Nov.
comments on/critiques rejected manuscripts. Pay- Online submissionsvww.glimmertrain.orgWord
ment/Terms: Writers receive $0.05/word. Pays on count: 12,000 words or less. Prizes:1st place-
publication. Acquires first North American web ~ $1,200, publication in Glimmer Train Storiesand
rights. Nonexclusive print anthology rights. Publica-20 copies of that issue. 29/3  place winners re-
tion is copyrighted Contact Details:Send complete ceive $500/$300 respectively, and possible publi-
ms with cover letter. Include estimated word count,cation in Glimmer Train StoriesWinners notified
brief bio. Responds to queries and mss in-3 and announced two months
weeks. Email submissions onlyGuidelines avail- Contact:Linda SwansorDavies. Address: Glimmer
able on website, or via enail. Address: Apex Publi- Train Press, Inc., 1211 NW Glisan St., Suite 207,
cation, P. O. Box 24323, Lexington, KY 40524.  Portland, OR 97209. Phone: (503) 220836. Fax:

Phone: (859) 3123974. Contact:Jason Sizemore, (503) 221-0837. Emmail: eds@glimmertrain.org

editor-in-chief. Website:www.glimmertrain.org
E-mail: jason@apexdigest.com
Website www.apexdigest.com Gival Press Poetry Awardiven annually for previ-

ously unpublished poetry collection as a complete

. . ms, which may include previously published poems.
Writecorner Press $500 Poetry Awari offered an- Previously published poems must be acknowledged

nually for unpublisheq poetry. Poetry may be in aMYand poets must hold rights. The competition seeks
style and on any subject. Only unpublished poems

are eligible. Poem length: 40 lines (max). No limit ot0 award welkwritten original poetry in English on

number of poems entered by any poet. The winning%mi/ntgplcd any styleGuidelines:SASE, enail, or
at

poem is published as  afies m'f_i}t1p0(§m iwi{hc()%uc}a}érnyJ.D. Xcoeﬁt];gre po
ems. Copyright returns to the authorssuidelines tes) a th a separate tov |5)age th- name,

. o . o address (street, city, state, and zip), phone number,
for S.ASE or opllnel?rlzes.$5_00 Fert prize; $100 e-mail address (if available), short bio, and a list of
Editor 8ds Chwiwevieqornerconb .

. tife rE)oems by title. Checks drawn on American
Costs: $5/poem, $3 each additional poem. Dead- - T
line: Submit between Oct. B Mar. 31 annually. Ad- banks are made out to Gival Press, LLC. Deadline:

dress: Writecorner Press. P. O. Box 140310, Dec. 15 (postmarked)Prizes:$1,000, publication,

Gainesville, FL 32614. Phone: (352) 339778, ~ &nd 20 aut IContad:Robertd pGiras .

i ditor. Address: Gival Press, LLC, P. O. Box 3812,
Contact:Mary Sue Koeppel, Robert B. Gentry, Coedzrlington, VA 22203. Phone: (703) 350079.
Website:www.writecorner.com

E-mail: givalpress@yahoo.com

Fellowships For CreativeVritersenable recipients Websitewww.givalpress.com
to set aside time for writing, research, travel, and
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Exploring the English Language

T

collective nouns for the various

he English language has some

wonderfully anthropomorphic

groups of animals. We are all familiar with a herd of
cows, a flock of chickens, a school of fish and a gaggle
of geese. However, less widely known is a pride of lions,
a murder of crows (as well as their cousins the rooks
and ravens), an exaltation of doves and, presumably be-
cause they look so wise, a parliament of owls. Now con-
sider a group of baboons.

They are the loudest, most dangerous, most obnox-
ious, most viciously aggressive and least intelligent of all
primates. And what is the proper collective noun for a

congress! |
guess that pretty much explains the things that come

group of baboons? Believe it or not ... a

out of Washington!

- Ken Wilkins

How It’s Done

Open mike guide for our members:

apen
Milce,

utes are up. Take a seat,
dude! Dondt

* Six readers who sign upwill
each haveb minutesto read.

me/ timer BBk will be used to give
aone-minute warning SO no one is
cut off in mid-sentence.

get out the hook.

* Readers are asked to sign up
every other monthrather than on
two consecutive months.

! * Read only your own work.

f| * Guests may read if six places are
not filled.

SFVCWC 5

More Gigs Ter Siigpld

ast month, Steph Sharf

told us about writing

satirical commentary

for a website called
dirt.com. For pay. Neato. In thé
past month she's kept up a web search for an-
other website who hires writers online. And
eur ekal Sirhpbrghewbifz. comamdi
more. Here's the latest from Steph:

| just got hired off of acraigslist adfor copy-
writers...I'll be doing freelance copywriting and
getting paid per article for a company that pro-
vides content for corporate sites. For example, if
you go on a bank/financial institutionwebsite,
there might be an info section where there are
how-o articles on credit, budgeting, etc.My trial
article assignment was orSafeguarding Your
Credit

Now they've sent me a package dén article
assignments ... SO you see, this particular Steph
is not only saucy, she's versatile (or nuts to take
on so much). Dirt.comalso told me they want to
figure out a way to feature me more prominently
on the site . My bio and pic are now up on two
sites: Dirt.com: http://www.dirt.com/meet -
contributors/ and simplyshowbiz.com:http://

simply-showbiz.com/blog/

All this work is off craigslist.org listingsl
recommend that members pay attention to the
listings under Writing and Editing and Writing/
gigs. And my other tip is to pay close attention to
what the editors wantthe writing guidelines,
etc. All of these sites had very specific instruc-
tions for the writing sample and in the case of
dirt.com once | got accepted, a long list of re-
guirements forarticles (for example,
you probably have to do a word count and
youmay have to provide the URLSs for your

sources).
Thanks, everyone; your encouragement

has meant a lot! And CWESFV members, your
club is now famous too! Scroll down and click an

the link with my bio and pic.

http://simply -showbiz.com/blog/aboutus

Good luck, Steph. Happy writing.
KH
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THE SAMOVAR Y The owner was busy with another customer looking
g at some jewelry when | walked in, but he turned to me
| 2 with a friendly smile and as
For many months | have | i for, Madam?o6 I answered 0 A
beensearchingfgranantique : o Ye safld. 66oMne. I willlsho
samovgr,alfeussmnteaurn, bg— amd By the way Faw ard v
cause it reminded me of my child R . I
i : swered, 0OThe nice man afroun
hood growing up with one such . .
me to come to you.©o He $sai o
samovar: Ihavespeﬁtmany Thank you for coming. 6 He th
hours going to stores in the West
) the two samovars.
San Fernando Valley as well as i
central Los Angeles searching for The first one was made of solid brass, had no
a samovar. None of my searches were productive. | wagtamp of authenticity but was old and handmade, and
told: 6Sorry, | just sol dvagnpagdeintoa fipctiogingéamp Itwasingerfecteyn- d o
port them anymore and | vfition] Thesegondigampvar wasyengeld dtyvasimgde ¢ o
OWe only have electric moolisdverandhada stamg of authenfcitysls shapg gra g e d
friends to help me find a samovar. The more |was | design was narrow and long, and was missing a part. |
turned away, the challenge became greater to find a immediately knew that | found what | was looking for. It
samovar and to oOoconqguer nyasthegamevardurngdingo ada@p, ndithe pgcy was
| also searched on the Internet for the item. There fght!
was quite a selection being offered on-Bay with prices The owner and the jewelry buyer were both happy|to
ranging from the low tens to thousands of dollars. lat- S€€ that | found my otreasur
tempted to participate in a few bids only to lose the bid-Special oil and cloth and polished the samovar for me tp
ding. But with one bid a message came fromay that take home.
the bid was reinstated. A threeday bidding period was As | walked back to the car, | saw the friendly atten-
posted. | resubmitted the bid and checked the proposal.gant standing on the sidewalk. | thanked him again for
There was one other bid other than mine. his help. He smiled and!| sai
On the final day of the offer | needed to be away The samovar is now proudly displayed in our home,
from the computer and take care of some errands.  and it lights the night with its beautiful handmade handj-
When | was finished with them and | was driving on my 5t design.
way home, my mind directed me to drive over to the _ _ _ o
street in my neighborhood that is famous for its antique VAL ST W, (o) e fl_nal TMHE tlme. Ering
shops. (I never visited any of these antique stores) On e-Bay lottery | checked the web sight to see.the final ret
impulse | parked the car behind the first antique store S, 5 outb@den 7 such.a FEEE GIERE WD )
that | saw, and walked into the shop. A friendly atten- Sl 2 stayIW|th (712 2y o | meie (e (ot £
dant answered my questio nothergpgoortl#mrty)}o,getFsa@oa/zilr.d the one sa
var last week, but go around the corner to the second What | own is an old Russian style, handmade
store from the corner. | know the owner has two samo-samovar, made of solid brass with beautiful wooden
vars. o knobs and handles. Even the lampshade is the origina
The midday July heat was at its height and | walked"®"
fast to the second store telling myself: "Be ready for an- To this day | wonder what force or reason directed
otherturnrd o wn . 0 me to drive to the antique row stores, but | am sure glad
that | did! - HARGARIT LISH
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-To Bone? 3%,

Do | blame it on those damn DVD

courses? Those Science Courses from The

tle guys you can hardly see. Well, shit, how big is
their brain? That means they have to have nerve
cells and signals from those bitty antennas and

eyes. Jesus, that o6s s mal |l
As i f

Roberto was talking about ants invading his apart-

thatds not enough to

ment. O6Bout how he got on so

them. Made an agreement he would put some food
outside for them if they would be willing to stay

outside. And it worked, so he said. Holy Crap! And

Teaching Company. Or maybe it was Robertotalk- | dondt think heds using dru
ing. Roberto who plays piano with my jazz trio. talking to their plants, but ants !

Roberto talking to the bass player about some I'tds amazing how many teen
kind of metaphysical st uf8cts!seeButgwnmgofe digtyringis thecey-y |

have been my recent trip to Griffith Observatory. hibit at Griffith Observatory. The planets in our

The new exhibit downstairs next to the Leonard solar system. The fragile blue Earth and red Mars

Nimoy Theatre. Or just maybe it was the waiter next to mighty Jupiter and gigantic Saturn with

at 7wo Guys from ltaly. its huge rings. That made me feel very small. Very,

Anyway, that should teach me. Always wanting vV €Ty smal | Like the ants. S
to learn new things. Thi QURIQY. gjdndt study in col -
lege. Subjects | never felt | had time to delve I dm not going to talk to a
into. For this! For this quest for knowledge, things ryoneds busy -teidaylprotileme They day
will never be the same. Do | really need to know woul dndt react to it [ike |
about Quantum Mechanics, the Physics of theMi- | just dondt know how come |
croscopic World or The Neurological Origin of In- thought. To ponder: What is life? What is the
dividuality, Biology and Human Behavior? universe ?

No, | think the waiter started it. Somehow Oh, hell |l 8dm gonna go add
the topic of ants came up and he said ants are in-  SPa and water the potted plants on the patio.
telligent. What a bunch dMmaé¢pdbékget mMmyomyRd offdsgofat
waiter for chrisd sake. EFQNgeLoo. Grabthe hese tuingnthe wajer. 5 i n
how ants figure out the best pathway to food and What 6s that? Tickling my

communi cate with each

know t hat ni ght, at

Googling ants and their brains.
| Ove some ti

got ny

mean regular size black ants. These are those lit-

SFVCWC

ant s

ot WNewwhatgod gof Stgrtagqnyersasiqn oryjugty
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Pow Sweet ¢ Was ...

grew up inScottsbluff, the largest town irwestern

Nebraska in the 1940s. Population: 12,55%- - DETITITED
prisingly, in this Midwestern community, the most pratessianallyiio
popular musical instrument in town was of African and/812"Y yer.:lrs a.nd
South American origin: the marimba, a large instrument @ SClalstwit)
that lookslike a xylophone, but it has a richer, more resot—he UCLA Con-
nant tone than the similar instrument. S BRI O

| was about seven or eight years old the first time | ol it
saw and heard a mari mba pvworllci@rfgl&o_see
and pleaded, o6Mom, can | thyn%u§hp?o—h
looks like so much fun to play and it sounds so beautifuf’ € enqued TEE]
Pl ease, Mom, can 1?60 Luc'rkglth?'g)s,tru't here were five girls
who played the mari mba ¢ un?eret gndeep i b_emg P@yoed' é)neltlmeoaéagyaexen t ak
lessons from the oldest girl of the five players and Iearngaked me if | would play |t_at her funeral because it had
the instrumentds technig usgch@péeps&nt%%rgl@(lﬁqt@ﬂjeatmlospfée((;ghﬁ | ea
play with four malleté two in each hand for four-part HENEE therg. _ _
harmony. My marimba playing became part of the Thanksgiv-

Soon | was performing at most community functiong?g family ritual. When everyofiebesides the turkef
churches, and school programs. was stuffed, all my brothers and my Dad would stretch out

| played classical and popular music from Bach to on the carpet under and around the mgrimba,.
Gershwin. Once | performed on a national radio show that ) h € y. 9 e say. GRIED, 3
was heard by the master teacher of the instrument, He"'@Y* O e _
offered me a scholarship to study with him at Northwest- ~ AA"d NoW. atmy presentage, the following poem tells
ern University in Chicago. When he moved to Los Angé- bday6s story of my marimba
les, | came to UCLA to continue studying with him.

The Marimba [in the style of TReCahond Carver

The marimba stands in the outer room under a red blanket gathering dust. N

The mari mbais voice is mell ow, resonant and éoothing
The mari mbails sound brightens your outlook on | ife.

The marimba rhythms make youdance Gy ou canit resist.
The marimba, exciting to play, mallets move in a blur or slow rolling harmony.
The marimba tone blends with all other instruments.
The marimba can sing out Bach, Bernstein, or Carlos Joabim.
The mari mbaids rosewood i-ceverkderybleedballs on banmibdosticks.y y ar n
The marimba underscores TV travel tours across the Serengeti to the pampas.
Does the marimba miss me as much as | miss playing it?
The marimba gave me decades of enjoyment, challenge, and a bit of acclaim.
The marimba stands in the outer room under a red blanket gathering dust.
- Rita Keeley Brown
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Two of a Kind

Pink cheeks, raspberry lips

my gr andd a Udaydrite pose
hand on hips,

You minx!

o
al

When | picture you, you wear a hat

like the white fur tam | sent at Christmas
or the one with the yellow sunflowers on it
you wore to the airport earlier this summer.
When you spotted me,

you shot across the crowded floor,

threw your arms hard around me,

knocking both  our hats askew.

| adore you in the red sunbonnet

you sported on a short trip into Wisconsin ,
visiting Laurads fi
Little House in the Big Woods

rst

Remember the bird on your saucy straw
as we stood on the bluff above Red Wing,
or the multicolored Jes
warming your ears at Winter Carnival,

the cap with the wild, silk flowers you pa-

raded

at the Minnesota State Fair,

or the bl ack
the year it snowed while

witchos he
trick or treating  ?

- Lenora Smalley

THE PULSE OF LIFE
As my heart beats
Leaves blow

Bees buzz
Hummingbirds flutter
Children  play

Tears of joy and sadness flow
My heart continues

To beat

To the pulse  of life

- Helen Katzman

household when their father was afflicted by mental illness.

This book will be available through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Powell
Books a Million andnearly all the regular distribution sourcesFor more

information go 10 h¢tyy://ritakeeleybrown.com/

Member Rita Keeley Brown has published her sec-

ond book Good Luck, Mrs. Brown.This autobiographical |

novel tells of a seldom understood or discussed side of
mental illness: the impact on family.Good Luck, Mrs.
Brown presents a unique retelling of a traumatic

time. Although written primarily by Rita Brown, her adult
children contributed their memories of life in the Brown

e il o e e el et e

The true story of a family's life
Taihe becarme o

Ty Hita Keeley Brown

SFVCWC
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The Placental
Pulse

© by Sulamith S. Proctor

The placental pulse
surrounds, surrounds
a miracle cell.
In an unfathomable moment
it beats within,
feeds and forms

the outer shell.

A strong new pulse
now separately,
imperious will

to be free,

in birth, Is born
with history
whose strands reach back
before the seed;
arrives to Now.

Mysteryéet o Fgu

How?

Into each new Now
again burst forth
electric will.
A thread reborn;
the same will,

still.
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Black Cat
A cat as black , : .
| The cat is domestic only as far as suits its ‘..‘.
As blackest coal i own ends.
Is out upon S e
His midnight stroll, : ~Saki -®
. (
His steps are soft, % . _
His walk is slow, The problem with cats is that they get o"..
i the exact same look on their face e
His eyes are gold, | whether they see a moth or an axe 0
They flash and glow. N murderer. °
\ )
And so | run 3 "’
‘ ~Paula Poundstone Py
And so | duck, o
| do not need ’ ’
. 0...‘
His black -cat luck. Cats are dangerous companions for
writers because cat watching is a a.’
near-perfect method of writing
Author Unknown v ...“
&
~Dan Greenburg "
o..“
&
_ . How like a queen comes forth the ®
A house is never still lonely Moon A
in darkness to those From the slow opening curtains of the PR
who listen intently; o 0"
there is a whispering o _—
in distant chambers, Walk|n|g in beauty to her midnight ..0‘.
an unearthly hand throne! P
presses the snib of o0
the window, the latch ~George Croly ®
rises. Ghosts were oo’
created when the first 4}
man awoke in the
night. ~ o.'.‘
J.M. Barrie a‘.
o..“
18
One need not be a chamber to be haunted; o
One need not be a house; =\ i, 9
The brain has corridors surpassing PR _.;&,\ &z o
Material place. B e T N
- There is something haunting in the light of the moon; it
~Emily Dickinson has all the dispassionateness of a disembodied soul,
and something of its inconceivable mystery.
~Joseph Conrad
(0 (0 (D D 00 00 0 0 0,
@ @ @ @ @ @ _'.—‘. @
* o: . 02  ®2 ez ez " ez ez o',:': 02N, e, g
[ 1S %o Vo o
Cd (ud .:
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more unpredictable. She tried to adjust, but was
0 : overwhelmed by fear and frustration. On the morn-
I]ﬁ G©@S hOUt,‘Shay\!. ing of her Bat Mitzvah she got through the cere-
i mony and finally a dinner and party with much dif-
ficulty. Then her voice failed her altogether and
H er voice, tears filled her eyes and spilled into sobs.
when she One morning the following June | was awakened
used it, was a by a phone call AHIi , |gr a
high-pitched miliar voice. AThis is| Le
screech. Some- AfiCourtnie, O | sai d irfrit.
times the words only mouthed whennovocalchord | i ke t hat and pretend to| be
vibration came along with the quickly exhaled air, AGrandma, this IS Alexis!
sometimes an eerie high-low range slidingthe scale. voi ce ? 0
The audience however was attentive. Parents, Ails that really, really| yol
sister, grandparents, family of friends and congrega- Then | started to weepél no
tion members sat in Sil v eingsoBp Wasrjog fupposecetarbe sogainfudain u e| |
early Saturday morning. Sunlight filtered through the  miracle had occurred. The how | would learn much
stained glass windows and flickered over the Tree of later. The fact alone overwhelmed me with joy.
Life Sculpture housing the Torah. Our granddaughter had lost and found her voice
In this atmosphere of warmth she continued, the  and in the process gained great strength and insight.
tallis recently presented by her grandparents draped After the phone call | sat quietly on the edge of
over her shoulders like a living entity. She completed my bed. My thoughts were jumbled: relief, gratitude
the reading of the Torah portion with her ghost of and great pride in our Al exi
voice. Looking up every now and then when her
words faded, she maintained eye contact with the
congregation.
When her Bat Mitzva ceremony was finally finished Alexis Is Twelve
she looked up again, took a deep breath and started
her speech. the slate of a winter sky
AiHaving been vocally i mpai ddawn'sgreensea [ |
she began, il feel that it SV\_llrll_nhereyes ropr.i
_ ) reflecting innocence
me to express my feelings about those whose voices intelligence
have so often NOT been heard in our society. Since honesty
this is the time of year when we celebrate Dr. Martin and a glint of curiosity
Luther Kingds birthday and her brow is high and smooth 5 | ¢
. L . framed by the glow
of the position of minorities, AIDS stricken and elderly of tawny hair
in our society whose voices have been ignored so she is lean of body
often. | know how it feels to have people walk away generous of spirit
before | have finished a sentence. | know how it feels graceful animated
to be strangled before any words come out! | know g the poetry of life
: ords are her heart
how it feels to scream and not utter a sound. We must and speak
all Iisten to those | ess fo with the voice of a woman el|p. A
The short speech took_ her a Iong_ time to deliver. - Lillian Rodich
She spoke from true experience. A simple case of
laryngitis months before grew worse and did not re-
spond to treatment. Her voice became weaker and
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(story continued from

September issue ... )
K enny opened the car trunk. A garlicky smell
wafted through the cool morning air.

"What's in the bags, Kenny?"

"Stale bread crumbs from the restaurant. |
thought we'd feed them to the ducks in the pond this
morning."

"Good idea. Let's go."

Hand in hand, they strolled along the path lead-
ing to Iverson City Park's pond.

"So é you decided to
meeting today?" he asked.
"l sort of é resigned

"Resigned? How come?"

"Wanda, our group leader, kept telling us that we
were winnersd yada, yada. And | sort of lost it.
Started crying. She asked me why: 'After all, you've

wasn't going to be
problem. Wanda likes problems she can quickly
solve with a diet plan and a pep talk. So | left."

"Can | ask? What's your problem, Robbie?" He
tossed a handful of crumbs toward a mother duck
trailed by several half-grown goslings.

"You. Me. Us. How am | going to stay skinny if
my guy and his family own a bakery and a pizzeria?"
Roberta's eyes began to glisten.

"Geez, | don't wanna feel like part of a PROB-
LEM, sweetie. | ... uh ... LOVE you for yourself, and
your weight isn't important. I'm Italian. All the
women in my family are queen-sized. More amore,
we always say."

Roberta threw crusts to a dull brown duck.

"l can't get fat again, Kenny. ['ll get diabetes like
my sister. Yes, | will! Fat people aren't healthy peo-
ple! But I ... love you too. We gotta figure this out!"

He stared at the milling ducks and then said, "I
get it. If you stick with me, you'll be messing with your
health. Wow, that's heavy news, 'scuse the pun."

Roberta gave him a wan smile and sat down on a
bench.

"Got any solutions, my dear Problem-o0?"

s k i p'Wesll,onaybe. Wetdn gptihis plani Iisrbeen my
secret, no one knows, not even my family."

| "Bel me. lwan &dep a'secret.”
Kenny pitched a big crumb toward a multi-colored
mallard ten feet away from the other ducks.
"For a long time I've wanted to open an ltalian

soup and salad restaurant. With low calorie gelato.

HER probl

lost lots of weight. What's your problem?' | didn't want ' But | need a partner to help me run the place. If | start
to talk about my problem and she didn't like that. this business, will you be my partner?"
We're soéposed to spill our "[Qelfinitedy, honey. tliheysus parneréntany ways . "
"And? What happened?" shape or form. I'll even stir the low-salt minestrone
The ducks spotted the couple approaching with | soup!" She laughed and reached up for his hand.
bags of potential duck goodies and grouped along the Kenny pulled her up to stand beside him. And
shore, jockeying for position. then the new partners threw the remaining crumbs in
"So é | shared my pr ob ltkeimbags tothe noisy flock.
They paused at the pond's edge, opened the Six months later, their wedding guests threw rice
bags and started throwing crumbs to the now noisy | with the same abandon.
mob of ducks.
"Then what happened?"
"Wanda said my possibly unsolvable problem

- Kathy Highcove
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