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fort into selling your work CONTENTS

To this end, Betten willlPr esi dent & Me s
demonstrate how to give JjWhi msical s jCont

How To Promote and Present

M ary Rose Bettenan experienced your welchosen words thatge'm'ra: cOiteclone W?] s Te
and acclaimed actress/essayist/ extra dimension which Norm Molesko 3

comedienne/author, is coming to the
Katzenberg room to demonstrate basic
presentation techniques for new author
Presentation techniques? Perhaps
are thinkingShouldn't an editor or an ad

reader of my work be able to imagine
hear my characters' dialog in his or h years ago and certainly practGeth 0% ieon - ol

dondt claim to be a ghoBaded e wdb cRamild, bkl PTHS © "

techniques are for a drama class. What Goes Around 13
Indeed, writers often expect that their won:xasnd Sty ERSTENEE, (Rt T (6 et Map & Info 14

will speak for themselves, but perhaps that's R4 Py those who enjoyed her earlier visit. {For

might influence and impregsarket To Market 4
listeners Her own presentg-Critique Facilitator 4
tion will entertain as well afsErica Stux Published 4
. Review & Refresh 5
instruct our members.

| Anne's Digs 6&7
Mary Rose Betten visiteflpegasus Poem y

the Katzenberg Room a fejafhe Kinship 8.9.1¢
Ligyid Refreshment 11

ful thinking. Betten strongly believes thatped I €Vvi ew of Bet t en 0 sEIRMISININE ¢ O
ple need to hedrout loud-- the emotion, the accomplishments, visit our SFV/CWC websit IR R [l 1!
authentic voice, the right emphasis on the riglatyc-sfv. org are to make new thing
words, to appreciate an author's descriptive pas- | - PSP familiar and familiar - I
sages and the charac things new. Y
9 . . . o %rfngs o%e rrﬂnutgof )%Lgr own material to [EUIEREYEREEWS
If you, an author, invest time and effort into Thackeray
your writing, why not put an additional bit of ef—ead out loud. rK.]H[nghcovc
wiest Yﬂ”ﬁﬂ Wbl*ﬂ Ekﬂ if A Selwart | Higheeve Predueion
0
A Glﬁ She Can't Refuse whizzed around the keys. "Here's Attachments. "
er children meant well. And that's why And again hg .morphed into Hogdini and Thelma felt
H Thelma found herself staring at a brand new like the magician's clueless assistant. After her
computer in her home office. son Yvent home, there sgt Thelma, staring at the
She was hesitant to glowlng screen, Stl!| afra!d to touch a key.. She had
\ @ try it out. It looked to find help managing this powerful machine ... but
@ | a8 %7 | SO complicated. sless o laieles
e "You can do i, Sound familiar? If so, here are helpful hints
Mom. Here's E- from our SFV members whoove
mail," said son Harry, (Continued on @age
and his hands
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Executive Board N ( IDij.ng BaCk Wh]'le Saj]jng On There were indi

h ' vidual success stq"
_ _ o he New Year may traditionallyibe as well. Many.: 4
President ... Yolanda Fintor "‘ & a time of n e wof bue membensiplis t |

also an appropriate time to assesdished fiction, nron
events of the immediate past. fiction books, me
Vicepres./Programs ... Rita Keeley Brown The year 2011 was an importantgiesrbook reviews
for our San Fernando Valley Braneghnd short storifes.

First and foremost, in June 2011 dtlaenas were performed in local produc-
i | West Valley Branch merged with thiens. Several members were recipients
San Fernando Valley Branch. Thisf prestigious awards.
unification doubled our talents and ir@ur board is making plans for aqur
creased our networking opportunitil2 gatherings.. The February meet-

Looking back on our 2011 speakerg will be a Book Bazaar. The entire
we've been enlightened on text stroeeting will be dedicated to members
ture, composition techniques, publto are marketing their own books this
Webmaster € Ray) Mg us | speaking and the intricacies of theyemr. Each author will be given a/short
Publicity é Kar tn’ Gor b aci@dl media. Our researchers learnéithe at the podium to describe their

how to navi gat e warkiorread exteypts.SThiseexetcieen s |

Critique Groups FacilT tjgrdry system. We were enBoufagétgive members an opportunity to
access our unconscious self in thestierpen their marketing and promoting
velopment of visual imagery and lysiald-skills they will need at any book
| anguage and wh aidgning eventnifyeurare toymo (i wr |
the marble. 0 published writer, come and get same

In 2011 some members taught poitaters.
ing classes or were guest speakers @hn this hopeful note of creative jout-
ot her gr oups o guhybue iranch gnembership, | Wilsd n
members in our branch honed thepou all a fruitful and consuming year of
writing skills while attending classesriting in 2012.

Vicepres./Membership ... Andrea Polk |

Treasurer ... Pirhiya Goldstein

(
Secretary é Ay

Board of Directors

Editor ... Kathy Highcove

MembegatLarge ... Judy Presnall

On Site Coordinator ... Betty Freeman

Open Mike ... Bill Sorrells

workshops or conferences. = yolmdadhm

(Continued from page user friendly email system. | no longer fear that I'll

_ _ lose my work. | plan to retain a teen for techie help in
learn computer skills to stay active on the Net: the near future. Aha, the geek mobile for Shelia.
Ester Shifren: | have used ma.ny methods, //7 Leslie Kaplan: When my new sexy computer named
cluding Lynda.com that my son -in-law subscribes Mac won't cooperate | just say, "The heck with
to. He's a MAC consultant. I've googled questions YOU! o On a serious note /
and had terrific help from that source. ['ve also helped me temporarily but a new problem 1did
used YouTuberi there are videos covering most inevitably pops up. Seems my brain il

computer info. MAC users attend free workshops, /s better at art, singing, dancing,
and PCs also have workshops or online help. Writ- designing, fashion, home decorating
ers’ clubs have members who have overcome some 4, story telling. I'm good at what

of the probs and 1 heBals@0e ,G0LAHMEHo5 ... Hofsb Hobadwith

publish pass around pointers, Ester has found. hi-tech or mechanics.  Leslie emails

Sheila Moss:  After 10 years my dear Dell sputtered  and keeps her Mac turned on.
and coughed, "Slow to Respond, Windows
is shutting down." Help. | needed to write, email and i ]

do some basic research. Enter my oldest son Aaron  ©n the Net, from friends/relatives,

with a new Hewlett Packard PC in tow. HP created a or her local geek. But i Persistence is the key!
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LHJ@W ﬁ@ IEE“@ F@[F Belew emphasized that a s

ous blogger should determine k

@[r@jﬁ[m@ {E@ words that attract search en

Bill Belew, our December sped

was a man on a mission. He F @]
came to spread the gospel of blo [Iﬂm @ﬁﬂ
and to convert the recalcitrant SF
writer who still resists taking the plunge into the main-
stream of social media.

'l O6m here because | car
want your messages to get out on the Internet," Belew tol
believe there ateee kinds of writersSome writers want to

write purely for their own enjoyment. Some writers want {
their writing with readers. And some-wditsnd of writers care. Bill emphasizessis-

i

blogger were to write about
prevalence of blue jean app

boy, comforand so on.

to their site. For example, ifla

eri-

ey
gines

the
arel

in our American society, these
b wordsgn@lat He insdrted rinto éhe
daily postsdenim, fashion, cow-

A blog site needs continual

---write to be read graidfor their writing. If you're writing temcyor daily posts into a blog or blogs. If material stimulates
free, how come? " reader interest, the blog will attract a following, which may eve
And then he outlined how writers can write their gotuldipattract the Big Guy search engines. Big name brands peé

get it online and earn ddsbpefully-for their creative efforted be mentioned on popular blog sites, which leads us

Through trial and error, Belew has developed a syspeatept of the Belew Bloggerbtteyiongevity The follow

meant to transform a blogger beginner into a knowledgeablguote from Belew'shitte//billbelew.coraxplains the
mainstream networker. During his speech, Belew projetdetiangevity: A magic number(for a posted blog) is Six
power point outline of his beginner bloggers' program. The&wesvelve months When the search engines learm
not space in this newsletter to fully report on Belew's tipgaha blog has been active for this many months, with
principles of blogdom, but here's the bottom line: number of blogs being consistently posted, the find
The most basic need is to detidtto blog about, and ability of the blog site increases. More people will have
then start writing. Once the topic is decided, one writes &dMifgssite and a higher page rank assigned. The
to attract Internet surfers, posting about 100 to 200 word¥@@as/1e page rank;, the easier it is for new searchers
totalling 800 to 1200 posts in a year. Tharefuiyjsja key find the blog. The higher the page rank, the easier wet
element of Belew's plan. Secondly, newbie bloggers rmat readers.
mindful afualitycontrolin the daily posting. They stakddt  Bill Belew has more tips in his bdok:to Get One M
time to study blogdom by going online and googling "blogslUnique Visitors to Your Webske is a true resource
Many websites will pop up on screen. Or simply type inf@itlbloggers on how to post their message, attract a f
Belew" and you'll see several websites, tips, and workst@piignand perhaps earn cash for their stories.

the subject of blogging proficiency. - Kathy Hlghoowe
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CENTRAL COAST WRITERS

G/ FfTAT2NYAl D2t R¢

2012 SPRING WRITING CONTEST

$250 Award in Four Categories:

Best Rhymed Poem Best Unrhymed Poem
Best Short Story- Best Short NorFiction

Entry fee discount for members of California
Writers Club

Postmark deadline: 1/31/12

Details & Rules atwvww.centralcoastwriters.org

orm Molesko was part of a
poetry session presented by
Valley Contemporary Poets

the Cobalt on December
13th. olwas t he f eat u

The Cobalt hasOpen Mic as a regulat
/ feature, by the w

Norm Molesko| SFV bring that poetry of yours to sha

sometime in the near future!

Park, CA. 91303The location is just west of Topanga
Blvd. Park behind the Cobalt or on the street.

the
at

r ed

ay,
e

The Cobalt Cafe is at 22047 Sherman Way, Canoga
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HariichToRMakIE

by Ken Watts

Nelson Literary Agency spe
cializes in commercial fictior
and highkcaliber literary fic-
tion. Submissions: Query by
mail only. Select Nonfiction:
J Actively seeking Latina write
who tackle contemporary issu
in a modern voice. Seeking: Me
Fiction(comme

Seeki
(includes mysteries), romance (includes fantasy with romantic eleme

oi rs. ng:
fi, fantasy, young adult.) Doe
(except chick lit), thrillers
Contact: Kristin Nelsdn pres and senior lit agent, Sara Megibow

associate lit agent. Address: 1732 Wazee St., Suite 207, Denver C

E-mail:guery@nelsonagency.conWebsitewww.nelsonagency.com

Fredrica S. Friedman and Co., Inc. represents nonfiction books & n¢
and |iterary fiction. Doesndt
books, sefi/fantasy, or horror. Submissions: Subrgjtiery, synopsis, be
concise. Contact: Ms. Chandler Smith. Address: 136%.,5# Floor,
NY, NY 10022. Fax: (212)82669. Email:
info@fredricafriedman.com submissions@fredricafriedman.com
Websitewww.fredricafriedman.com/agency.htm As a note, they ask
t hat when submitting, please s
letter.

Opium Magazine is a biannual fiction magazine. It contains a mix of
poetry, reviews, cartoons, interviews and much more. Guidelines av
website or by-mail. Contact: Todd Zuniga, editor. Send complete ms
cover letter by-mail only. NO SNAIL MAIL accepted:r&ail:opium-
forthearts@gmail.comWebsitewwww.opiummagazine.com

World War Il is a bimonthly magazine covering military operations in
World War 118 events, strategy, the home front, etc. Guidelines avail
website or for SASE. Queries accepted by madlil.eAddress: Weider
History Group, 19300 Promenade Dr., Leesburg VA 20tiéil:Eorld-
war2@weiderhistorygroup.comWebsitewww.historynet.com

Something To Ponder

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the gooc {7
we oft might win, by fearing to attempt.
A William Shakespeare

HELP WANTED
CWC Citique Group Facilitator

N

[
\SJOB DESCRIPTION
e . e
mf' Assist CWC members in finding a
rcrétll_iqt:g grgu%swﬂnlg ttheelr rneaecgs. o
sn2t's, (s?c% members form a new group when
SR want: short st
3 Infqm grouR memters abgupbagic, |
protocol in running meetings.
:)Agdzzﬁg_bllsh a basic atmosphere of trust
and respect.
5. Gain access to valuable critiquing.

Dvels,

WERKS . poetry, pl ays|

» 1. This is a truly a rewarding job. You
get to know fellow writers better and
make new and interesting friends.

2. Not too much time is involved. Present
facilitator will be available

Afhklp if Nk, agent os

TRY I T, YOUG6LL LI

stories,

afrQsagt

WitlRodich Irodich@yahoo.com
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n
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The Commagd Part Two

To review ... Last month in Part One | warned not to use a comma just be-

cause you feel that a comma fAbel ongs th
kind of a fAhesitationdo in that par Andof
whenever you're in doubt and can't remember the rule, leave the comma

out. You'll be right more times than you're wrong.
Introductory Expressions

Use a comma after introductory expressions like yes, no, oh, and well .
Yes, Jim is applying for a scholarship.

ust

Well, he probably won't get i t s heos

Oh, di

nce got |

y ou dndét know hi s -gmedrusaefot her i
Confusing Sentence Parts
Use a comma to separate sentence parts for clarity.
Whenever possible, our Congress seems to put off decisions.
Modifiers
Use a comma to separate two or more adjectives modifying the same noun.
Marci got a new, challenging project: aide to Senator Mallory.
Repeated Words
Use a comma to separate repeated words.
Whomever she loved, loved her back.
Dates

Use commas before and after the year when the year is used in combina-
tion with the month and the day.

The club moved on October 1, 2008, and increased membership.
But don't use commas when just the month and year are given.

The last time he was arrested for DUI was sometime in May 2007.
Addresses

Use a comma between the city and the state, but don't use commas after
the parts of the address and never between the state and the zip code.

Andy Griffith
29 Maple Avenue
Mayberry, SC 56034
0 Dave Wetterberg

HAI’I’YNEVA

o e YEAR] £

t he se

YO

Yesterday,
everybody
smoked his
418St Gig@re tPOk g ¢
his last drink

a | ong
and swore his
To-
day, we are a
pious and
exemplary
community.

Thirty days

)

last oath.

from now, we
shall have cast
our reforma-
tion to the
winds and
gone to cutting
our ancient
shortcomings
considerably
shorter than
ever.

~Mark Twain
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HAVE TROWEL, WILL TRAVEL

0R

B0W 1 GOT MY GROOVE BACK

crili sil s

idlife i si s.
zine articles,
back on life, you know that something has

been left undone.
that my life had felt a bit stagnant.
Dono6t get me
good life and much to be grateful
for, including a terrific husband
and two grown children, plus a
steady job working for a library
that | love. Still, every day has
begun to feel like a dull repeat of
the day before -- a long com-
mute, a full day of work, and by
Saturday just wanting some extra
sleep. Life had taken on a sort of

dull glaze.
|l 6ve certainly
hobbies. | 6ve

making and taken many stabs at
writing a novel, and as an adult

| 6ve | earned to
shape to run a few 5K races. Ar-
chaeology, however, was a child-
hood dream t hat
just sit. | had taken an introduc-

tory archaeology class years ago
when we lived in Orange County
and volunteered a little at a cura-

tion lab in the archaeology department of a local uni-
hoped
a second graduate degree in archaeology but it was
not in the cards. So, for years | let the archaeology

versity. | 6d

bug lay dormant.

Lately, every time something archaeology-related
would come on Discovery Channel or History Chan-
| i tbackpack ang metakdetgc®i Each daywe 5@t UpRk o p |

ar en ot (Continued ap poe g

da

| had realized for some time now

Wr 0 n Lo

My

daughter
At some point a few years ago, | had learned of a

would yell,

volunteer program of the US Forest Service called

trigued me.
It 6s
and
nSo,
t hat

Anne Olivier ona
She holds up her *first find."

t o

dhlglfmr \»

of my trip was uneventful.
b echegkgd info my gotely gnd theynex day rgportedtfey o o |
duty at the ranger station in the Tonto National For-
est. My fears were immediately relieved when | met

Passport in Time. | decided it was time to revisit the
idea. | saw one upcoming project in Arizona that in-
It was surveying and doing surface de-

tegtionatthe gite @f anold minirgdown. \When hfg-g 4 -

i gcphed the projgckte myiysbapdy his responsewak i n g
ar e
| evel

nMon

you going to apply?
of support. Now
I responded. nl c a

for a week on my own and use up
my vacation ti
unpractical

me really wanted to go. It was
like having two voices in my head
arguingépursuit

practicality.

In the end, my dream-
pursuing half won out. | signed
up and waited to hear if | was in.
A couple of weeks later, | got a
call from the Forest Service. |
was indeed on the team! In the
following weeks, my excitement
morphed into intense nervous-
ness. How would | really cope
with driving ten hours to Arizona
by myself and volunteering to do
something at which | was a com-
plete newbie!

After one mishap on an Ari-
zona highway in which the under-
side of my car encountered a
blown out tire fragment, the rest
I made it into town,

the rest of the crew i all retirees and multiple Pass-

nel, | would start my
are doing it! Theydédre doing it
SFV/ICWC 6

why

port in Time volunteers, and Steve, the archaeologist.
To my relief, | blended in perfectly with my jeans,

JANUARY 2012
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(Continued from Gage

a rendezvous point and got to the actual site 1
the ghost town of McMillenville T by hiking
across a highway, under a fence and over
rocks with our metal detectors and backpacks
in tow. Our mission was to find evidence of
an Apache Indian raid that occurred in the
early 1880s. Of particular interest were bul-
lets and bullet casings, as well as any evi-
dence of the daily life of the town. We used
metal detectors to pinpoint metal objects close
to the surface, such as bullet casings, cans
and hand forged nails. We quickly learned
how to tell the difference between modern and
period nails and cans. Modern nails are round
while the 19" century nails were squared, indi-
cating that they were hand forged. My very
first day, | found the neck of a bottle. Later |
found a portion of a heavy chain, very likely
from a wagon chain. And on the very last day
of detecting, | found a prized bullet casing!
Each dayds routine i
ensure that | had a proper serving of morning
coffee, to meet up with the gang at about
8:00. A full morning of either metal detecting
or artifact recording followed with just a brown
bag lunch break. The
around 4 or a bit later, and we all got into the
routine of meeting up for dinner.

By the time | got back to my room each
night, | was tired and my muscles ached, but |
was happy as | could be. On the drive home |
took myself to breakfast at my favorite restau-
rant, the Cracker Barrel. | stopped at a rock
shop in Quartzite where | chatted with a
charming older gentleman who was so
pleased with my rock and mineral purchases
that he gave me a tigers eye necklace and a
hug! I learned the fine art of metal detecting,
how artifacts were recorded and plotted on the
map, and how to enjoy the fine art of being
alone and loving it!

n

— Amnne Olivier

by
lian

calledBright Light Café, along with two other piece
Mal us. Read

ShowcasedTalendWriting-L-Z.htm

Pegasus

TLb ZWb CBB [ Wgd 2
For clutching the reins of my imagination
to hold its head pointing to the ground

and break its spirit.

No.
TBOCYWYy, T CZzBz?
And jump up on its back.

TLIT [1YC
And let it try to buck me off,

as it capers to the moon,

or the sun,

or the city dump,

or wherever the scents of clover and sage

and cool water lure it.

Ub bpwawy TifllI zB Cz2Y

and watch it cavort and leap

[ BT

until it vaults the rail of the corral
WBYy, ZbBdzZcl, 2BbYYyODO CB BI

Tonight, it will come home
WBYy DZz2ObYb DZWC

Q Ray Malus

Pegasusnas recently published by an ezine

SFV member Ray
site:http://brightlightmultimedia.com/blcafe/

SFVICWC

By happy coincidence, | have a flash fiction
story in the same ezi
this website: http://
brightlightmultimedia.com/blcafe/ShrtStories -
AgedButMellow.htm — Kathy Highcove

JANUARY 2012
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The Kinship tions of that vault.

This became an odd obsession and | decided that
By Max Schwartz

I n 1990 my wife Clara and | aty ) .o research.

[EMERE G TEsmEhanl ereieer Clara eagerly agreed to accompany me, especially

| thouQ@uiéjgested we skip the prepackaged tours and rent our

the onl

way to get it off my mind was to go back to Jerusalem and do

when |

own af

was purely a professional excursw{édt near the Old City. But Clara was skeptical about my mo-

ur

never dreamed it was the beginnipg of, es. ANothing but profess.i
a much unexpected personal quegk is only in the history of archit@ctnot the history of yo
It began on a guided tour through the Old City of Jedu‘ga&erly.l e 20
nOverhead you will see a ' ‘ ' 1 Hepno dfsinash

ship. o Our guide pointe

) JurBly Pofbssibri

the Temple Mount. The group moved on, but | motioned

pause a moment. myself.

AThis Iis amapamty, @r di B a

complex structure. Lbthe spring line and haunch had to If nated by the histo

measured without error. See how the four arches meet ir

crown? The keystones had to be positioned exactly."

engineering ever

AThis was made more th 35Mhce ni8end Whent Stdnddd palyfeéhhicHigh Sch

sai d. fAHow did they do it \gdies There | met my mentor, Master Architect Clad

fil donodt know,o I ans Weis %ﬁthfullmgfgs?el%c?in r?{e%lljo\lletfﬁ theahigtgry of

the Temple Mount are marvels of engineering. Even Witg Fggggg? for its pioneers. Babylonian, Persian, Roman

computers and technology, it would take real expertise BRI o e ey e RS WEe intoxicating. But a

) ) o .
and fit these massi ve Stodqleasr'aoos suggestion that

ng to more about A
had been captivated. Who were these ancient workmen? H%é(i“&rew up in Los Angeles in the 30s and 40s, it

they do what they did?
What motivated them?

We hurried to catch up with the group. But my ima%i,ngtignr ni

to my young mind that many of the people | knew had

other lands. They spoke with pride of the Old Country,

The rest of the con they had been born there or simply heard stories at fan

ference sped by. Bute ings and holidays. I did
after we returned to the
Uni ted St at

shake my fascination w

caped from Russia with their lives in the turbulent 20s.

tin America and my father died when | was seven. Whe

mother spoke of their little village in the Ukraine, she n

the Temple Mount and sentimental stories. Instead she spoke of revolution, ht
vaults and the men who built them. On building projects and
work sites around Los Angeles, | continued to imagine myself in

those ancient engineero6s shoes, trying to approxi

curiosity, | assured

of architecture and

Er'Ys6d been f

Yy

DOI(?n L
de Aug
Hs%rt
, and B
s for

W a
my O
seemec
come fr
whethe
nily gatt
n 0t

| was b
n my
ever tol

nger ar

(Continued on Page

ma t
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(Continued from §age available, so outiZBentury training was in ancient techn
Some of my buddies grumbled, but | loved it! We learn
ng the

many places in Central America), and we were taught t

pogroms against the Jews. When my mother talked aboutéhgroldb y u s i Sout her
life it was with anger tears.
i Cl I

families came from was completely destroyed during theopas amy pulleys. | felt a kinship with engineers from ¢

ara, o sai d gent | y,roadsymndibridges using nampewerakdrrigginghof veoa

relatives left in Eastern Europe were lost in the Holocaukefbiaw

that my motherds dead, t he Asthdwareddedcandite dds aimiesarétreated dx
g me and our c heurbpe,theyriterally burned their bridges behind them

— L'_;r— “ .. g Cl ar a d ioflitednilitarp engineers who followed, rebuilding the rg

’ NP O W > swer, but | knew she bridges that had been destroyed. Our job was not unlik
%;7\\ l(; e T saw things differentlyiliie ancient Roman Army. They also had a band of eng
T { \‘\ f /’ "% many ways she hersetfiem to rebuild and repair roads and fortifications newl
\L J was the only link withliked to imagine those ancient experts beside us as we

o the past. Shortly aftethe bridges, many of them centuries old, to design mod

WWII, my mother saw a familiar face while riding tHevagliegements that would fit with the old.

iques.

ed to su
Cr
o build

d polés,

N

enturie:

CI@S5 e
| was |
ads an
e that c
ineers \
y won. |
studiec

ern re-

Farkas, a childhood friend from Russia. Eva had a daughter/tamds no wonder, then, that the builders of the Temple in

soon | was on the trolley myself, heading for the FarkasJevosalem had stimulated my professional curiosity. Cl

Their daughter was slender and smiling with a full head lodugttistir tickets and began to pack.

-brown curls. Two and a half years later we were married. The Old City was a cacophony of sights sounds ar
Clara took her faith seriously. She made sure we attiesidgtimulated memories of our earlier trip. | was eage

temple and celebrated holy days, and she kept a koshetdkitobemchitectural sites, but my research had to begin

supported her so that our children would acquire the setese i&fcords. There were many scholarly texts and rese

heritage | lacked. pers to study.

Somehow over the years, faith had become an emj In addition, | found |

mality for me. | transferred my historical interest from fa had to go back to the mo

to architecture. Even as a boy, when my mother spoke valuable text, the Scriptu

Yiddish | answered in English. This was America, not R| — , » | was amazed by all the i
a world of opportunity lay ahead! mation about engineering
and architecture in thiem

t he

Those opportunities were interrupted by World War

from e X

struction in the United States ground to a halt as archite 17

engineers joined the war effort. My high school training gotrmre= ark to the plans for the F

job as a surveyor on the Pan American Highway frem theethle!

Mexican border to the Panama Canal. After a year, | joined thg | read and studied background material on the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. itself, | made some surprising discoveries. For one thin
The army engineers always prepared for the possitiliéye were often great similarities in the temples of anc
to buil d wh etieseWhemodeenation conquerkedsanother,dt ateergpted

theyoll have
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(Continued from @age using their skills for the glory of Herod, but for the glory,
Their study and devotion was the measure of their faith
its gods on the defeated nation. Most nations worshipedmashef-the blocks measured 3 feet by 16 feet, some b
ous gods, associating them with various elements 6f cregifeet long. One of Hebrews remarked on the aweson
the sky, the earth or the crops. of the Templ e, iLook, R a
Israel, with its devotion to one true God, was a notable ex+ buil dings! o
ception. What did God look like? Not a bull or a fish, as otheAsettouched those stones, | realized that for a plac
ligions suggested. Yahweh was not a king god or a seasjod,tbutave a pull that lasted for ceinfroreghe time of K
God of all being. He made humans in His image, but they Maxandhls David to this very ddkie God it wé
were not to make images of Him (Exodus 20:4, 5). l]lOdElO[tht designed to worship was differg
The God of Israelites simply could not be cooped up in Seoonchmplc The prayers below me at the V)
a building. As the Israelites wandered in the desert, their MOllIlt. ern Wall mingled Hebrew, En
God was with them. Wherever they set up the tabernacle Russian, French, Hungdrian
tent, that became Godés holy pl ace. and | real i z:é¢
When the Jews finally settled in the land God were not the people of Los
promised them, they wanted a single temple, centri- geles, or the people of the
cally located, where all Israel could worship together. Schwartz f a
King David found the site, Jerusalem. His son, were the people of God
Solomon, reigning over the economic and military with a spiritual heritage
glory years of Israel, built the beautiful Temple on that did not come fromn
Mount Moriah, where tradition held that Abra- one country or anoth

ham nearly sacrifi omeob S@aco. hestudiddhéWeidne S| Tldeheritage came f
)qé\@ ephus before he prepared plans for the

Second Temple Mount and all the buildings, us-
and stood for nearly four centuries until fhg dimensions given by Josephus. He even tained in a building, who

Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar destidjfaifigd some of the Roman siege engines such

as Battering Ram and Siege Tower.
in 587 B.C. wilderness.

ple was built in seven years (967 to 96( the God who cannot be

with His people through

Centuries later, King Herod (37 B.C. to 4 A.D.), hated byiyéterest in ancient engineering has increased s
Jews for buddying up to the conquering Romans, tried tByirbkeow now that Clara was right. It was more than ¢
his devotion to his people by rebuilding the Temple. This Tempiea | pilgrimage that t
was much | arger and mor e wagimsearch of anbiennMasieo Buider® B 6 s s U §
came here not only to worship and sacrifice, but also to disomasr that their purpose in building so many years a
the Scriptures with learned teachers and rabbis. invite people to meet the true Master Builder. All these

As | now paced the stones of the Temple Mount, | feltsbé-e r l &dm | iving proof

side me the presence of engineers who had brought the lime- - -
Great buildings that move the spirit have always

stone blocks from a nearby quarry, hauled on rollers and pRigig %50 /n every case they are unique, poetic,

by giant wooden cranes. As we walked together, | develog¥@@ucts of the heart.

great kinship with these Master Builders. | knew they Weré4 rql(‘)/%ur Erickson
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